WESTERN EUROPEAN COSTUME

Hairdressing probably showed the most striking
changes, because for some fifteen years the hair had been
worn short, and then after various experiments it appeared
in the fantastic styles of the early 'thirties, piled high and
knotted into absurd shapes, decorated with flowers and
ribbons, lace, and pearls. For just one decade it was held
up by wire frames and embellished with false switches.
Then the fashion collapsed as suddenly as it had appeared,
and was replaced by the sober middle parting and bobbing
curls of the late "thirties.

The clinging pseudo-Greek lines of the early Empire
gown had changed into rather
an unsophisticated little - girl
dress by about 1805. High-
waisted and with skirts above
the ankles, gathered at the
waist, puffed sleeves, flat shoes,
a large bonnet, and the merest
apology for a coat all made a
becoming fashion for the very
young, but the older woman
must have welcomed the fuller-
skirted, high - necked, and
longer-sleeved gowns of ten
years later. Between 1815 and
1823 a perfectly delightful
phase of fashion existed. Skirts
were full at the bottom and
worn just off the ground, waists
were still high, but not too
high. A military fashion
favoured cords and frogs as
trimmings; large, feathered
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